You Too Can Become A Politician
by Michelle Mostovy-Eisenberg

Why are amateurs and nonprofessionals getting involved in politics? What does a Hollywood actor or
business tycoon know about the world of politics? Can a former wrestler really do well in the political
arena?

Lately, ‘Amefican soc1ety ‘hias seon a flood of nonprofessmnal politicians announcing their candidacy for
public office. Actors Warren Beatty and Cybill Shepard want to run for President, as does talk show host
Jerry Springer (Springer has held public office before). Businessmen Donald Trump and billionaire Ross
Perot want to run for the highest elected office in the land. Basketball star Charles Barkley is expressing
that he would like to run for Governor, as does actor Arnold Schwarzenegger. Oprah Winfrey’s name is
also mentioned in the presidential nominee's forum.

Seems like nowadays, anyone with a couple million dollars to their name can run, doesn’t matter if you
know anything about politics, geography, history, etc. Is the world « of politics turning into just a
popularity contest? Are we Americaiis going to vote for someone just because he played a president in
the movies? Or are we going to add some slot machines to the Oval Office?

Are¢ thefoundations of otir: government so: frail:that: anyo ne'nos ‘T’adays canbéielected: president? What do
Jerry Springer, Arnold Sch\x‘ihrzenegger ‘Dorniald Trump, Waireh Béatty and Il the othiér loohiés out -
there who call themselves a “serious” candidate for public office stand for anyway? Do they have a
platform? What issues will they press for once elected? What is their stand on abortion, health care, the
death penalty, or gun control? Or can these people even find Washmgton D.C.ona map? Do they have
agendas other then to be elected? - -
These candidates, however serious they take politics and the country asa whole have made poht1cs @l
excmng again.. I have to, give.them creditthere.. Othetwise;.people probably,woyldn’t-even know next:
yearisa pres1dent1a1 election: year. : Bill will:be out of office:and the:shame:he brought:to the most
prestigious office in the world can be restored to its glory. Or can it be restored? Not with an actor in
the White House. We have had that before with Ronald Reagan.
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Is the White Ho 12 i} ]
want Annette Bening as First Lady Do we want our pres1dent weanng snakes around hxs neck?. Do we:
want next years™Miss America pageant held inthe White House (Trump owns. the MSS Amenca . :
Pageant, as well as the Miss Universé and Mis$ Teén USA pageants)? o
Polls by CNN, USA Today and Gallup: show that; few Americans consider candidates like. Trump,
Ventura, and Beatty as serious candidates. Ventura’s popularity has dipped severely: slnce hlS
controversialifiterview with Playboy fnagaziné where Ventura made some mterestmg ¢« nts about
religion and gays in the military. e
Even if you don’t.care about:politics, or never voted before, your one vote can make the dlfference next
year, and every year. Vote in elections. Keep the actors in Hollywood, the businessmen making money,
frestlers Wiestling; and Pat Buchaart Saying Hitlér' wasn’t all that bad. Wake up voters!!! Voice your
right to vote. Vote for a serious candidate.




